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FOREWORD 



This manual, which is designed primarily for the use 
of intelligence personnel of U. S. and British armies in 
the field, is issued under the joint authority of the 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General 
Staff, Washington 25, D. C., and the Director of Military 
Intelligence, War Office, London, S. W. 1, England. 

The present manual supersedes both the U. S. pub- 
lication entitled German Military Symbols (January 
1943) and appendix XLVIII of the British publication 
entitled Notes on the German Army — War (December 
1940). 

Requests for additional copies of this publication 
should be made through channels. Comments, includ- 
ing corrections of factual detail, should be transmitted 
promptly and may be addressed directly to the Dissem- 
ination Unit, Military Intelligence Division, War De- 
partment, Washington 25, D. C. 
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INTRODUCTION 



1. The German Armed Forces use military symbols extensively 
on maps, in tables of organization (war establishments), and on 
direction and location signposts in combat zones. Military 
symbols will also be seen on vehicles and equipment, with or 
without the divisional emblem. 

2 . The German system of military symbols consists of a number 
of basic and supplementary symbols, which are combined to 
indicate various headquarters, units, and equipment. 

3 . At the beginning of the present war, the Germans used an 
elaborate system of military symbols for both the Army and the 
Air Force. Apparently this system was found to be too com- 
plicated for use in the field, and two lists of amendments (one 
dated November 1942 and the other January 1943) were issued 
with the object of simplifying the basic and supplementary 
symbols for weapons and equipment of the Army. The method 
of indicating the calibers, numbers, ranges, and countries of 
origin of weapons was also altered. 

4 . Inasmuch as many German charts, maps, and other docu- 
ments may still employ the old basic symbols, or in some cases 
a mixture of the old and the new, both the new and the old 
symbols are shown side by side in columns headed, respectively, 
“Current” and “Old.” Symbols that remain unchanged are 
not shown in the “Old” column but appear in the “Current” 
column only. The “Current” column alone is carried in cases 
of large groups of symbols that were not affected by the revisions. 
If the new symbol for a unit is at present unknown or cannot 
readily be derived from the new basic symbols, only the old 
symbol is given. In Part 1 (Army) a single column headed 
“New” is carried in a few* isolated instances where space prevents 
the insertion of both the new and old. In Sections I to IV of 





Part 2 (Air Force) only the old system of symbols is presented 
in a single column headed “Old”; in Section V, only the new 
system of symbols is presented in a single column headed “New.” 
In subsequent sections of Part 2 both the new and the old symbols 
are shown in columns headed, respectively, “Current” and “Old.” 
Since the naval symbols, so far as is known, have not been 
revised, in Part 3 (Navy) only a single column headed “Current” 
is carried. 

5. It will be noted that, in some cases, there are alternate 
military symbols for the same subject. This is in no way a 
deviation from a consistent pattern, but rather testimony to the 
logic and flexibility of the German system. A German soldier 
who does not know the precise tactical symbol may construct one 
from well-known basic symbols. The resultant symbol may be 
fully as comprehensible as the official one. 

6 . In the translation of German terms, an attempt has been 
made to approximate equivalent terms in the Armies of the 
United States and Great Britain, respectively. In most instances, 
however, where the apparent equivalents would be misleading 
or where no equivalents exist, a literal translation is necessary. 
In a few other instances where equivalents are lacking or where a 
literal translation would result in ambiguity or confusion, the 
original German terminology is preserved. With the exception 
of the term Hg, abbreviations are not employed in the “U.S.” 
column, whereas, according to preference, official British military 
abbreviations are employed consistently in the “British” column. 

7 . The symbols are arranged in groups according to logical and 
structural principles. These groups usually, but not always, 
coincide with the German classification of units according to arm 
( Wqffengattung) ; important departures from this system of 
classification are indicated in the text. Mention is also made of 
various changes in nomenclature and organization, although 
apparently most of these have not affected the basic structure 
of the symbols. 

8 . For the convenience of the reader, blank pages headed 
“Memoranda” are inserted at the end of each part. 
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A. BASIC SYMBOLS AND COMPOSITION OF TACTICAL SYMBOLS 



Section i. Basic Symbols for Headquarters 



Headquarters are represented by flag symbols, 
command. 



Current Old 




German 

Oberkommando des Heeres 




Heeresgruppenkommando 



F 8 

P 

F> 



Armeeoberkommando 



General (Korps) kommando. 



Divisionskommando. 



The shape and marking of the flag denote the size of the 



U. S. British 

High Command of the Army Army GHQ 

Hq of an army group HQ army gp 

Hq of an army HQ army 

Corps Hq HQ corps 

Division Hq__ ___ HQ div 



Brigadestab 



Brigade Hq 



HQ bde 





r 

r 



Regimentsstab. 



Bataillonsstab 



Fiihrer einer Kompanie 



Regimental Hq HQ regt 

Battalion Hq HQ bn (or bty) 



Hq (or commander) of a company HQ (or comd) of coy (sqn or 
(or equivalent unit) tp) 



The branches of service of the above headquarters are indicated by the addition of the basic symbol for the 
respective branch of service. Examples: . 



f 



Stab eines Artillerieregiments Hq of an artillery regiment HQ art y regt 



Kommando einer Gebirgsdivision Hq of a mountain division _ HQ mtn div 



Stab einer Panzer jagerabteilung Hq of an antitank battalion HQ A tk bn 




P I— a .g 



Section II. Basic Symbols for Branches of Service (Arms and Services) 



Current 


Old 


German 


U. S. 


□ 




Infanterie 


Infantry. 



British 

Inf 



Gebirgstruppe _ 



Mountain troops * Mtn tps 






r 



Kradschiitzen 



Panzer 1 . 

r- — Panzer jager 



Motorcycle riflemen MC tps 

Armored, tank Armd, tk 

Antitank A tk 



Kavallerie und Aufklarungstruppen Cavalry and reconnaissance troops Cav and recce tps 



Radfahreinheiten 
Artillerie 



Bicycle units. 
Artillery 



Cyclist units 
Arty 



1 Component parts of panzer divisions are indicated by the following symbol: 






o 



Fla- und Flak-Einheiten 




Vermessungstruppe. 




/~~\ Nebeltruppe 



Pioniere 




Festungspioniere. 
Baupioniere 




Eisenbahnpioniere 



Eisenbahnbetriebstruppe (formerly 
Feldeisenbahntruppe) 



■ N achrichtentruppe . 



Antiaircraft AA 

Survey troops Svy tps 

Chemical warfare (smoke) troops Smoke tps 

Engineers Engrs 

Fortress engineers. Fortress engrs 

Construction engineers Constr engrs 



(A 



Railway engineers Rly engrs 



Railway operating troops Rly operating tps 



Signal troops. 



Sigs units 





u. s. 



British 



Railway signal troops Rly sigs tps 



Supply services Sup services 

Transport troops Tpt units 



Medical services Medical services 

o> 

Veterinary services Vet services 



Traffic control services. TC services 



Military police MP 



Army postal services Postal services 




Section III. Basic 




for Weapons and Equipment 



u. s. 

Machine gun 



Mortar 

Infantry howitzer 



Mountain infantry howitzer. 
Flame thrower 



Antitank rifle 



Antitank gun 



British 

MG 

Mortar 
Inf gun 

Mtn inf gun 

N| 

Flame-thrower 
A tk rifle 
A tk gun 



Gun 



Gun 






u. s. 



British 



Howitzer. 



How 



Heavy high-angle howitzer Hy high-angle how 

Projector Smoke mortar/rocket projector 

00 

Chemical warfare (smoke) equip- Smoke eqpt 
ment 

Antiaircraft gun A A gun 

Tank Tk 

Assault gun Assault gun 





Searchlight SL 

Balloon barrage Balloon barrage 

Half-itrack personnel carrier Armd tp carrier 



German version of U. S. 34-ton truck “Volkswagen” 
(“Jeep”) 

Scout car Armd C 




i) nt 



Section IV. Basic Symbols Denoting Methods of Transport 



1. FXJLLY MOTORIZED. Fully motorized (mot) headquarters and units, with the exception of panzer 
units, are indicated by the symbol O O. Examples: 

Current Old German U. S. British 

Kommando einer Panzergrenadier- Hq of a motorized infantry division __ HQ Pz Gren div 
division 



Grenadierkompanie (mot) 



Motorized rifle company 



Rifle coy (mot) 




Panzerkompanie 



Tank company. 



Tk sqn 



2. PARTLY MOTORIZED. Partly motorized ( tmot ) headquarters and units are indicated by the 
symbol O. Examples: 




Stab einer Gebirgsdivisionsnach- 

richtenabteilung (tmot) 

1 



Hq of a partly motorized signal bat- 
talion of a mountain division 



HQ of sigs bn (part mech) in a 
mtn div 






Nachrichtenkompanie (tmot) einer 
Infan teriedivision 



Partly motorized signal company of 
an infantry division 



Sigs coy (part mech) in an 
inf div 




3. TOWED (TRACTOR-DRAWN). Units with towed weapons ( mot Z) are indicated by the 
symbol U U placed above the unit symbol. Example: 





Infanteriegeschiitzkompanie (mot Z)__ Infantry howitzer company with 

towed weapons 



Inf gun coy (tractor-drawn) 



4. SELF-PROPELLED. Units with weapons on self-propelled mounts (Sfl or Sf) are indicated by the 
symbol c==d placed below the unit symbol. Example: 

Haubitze auf Selbstfahrlafette Howitzer on self-propelled mount How (SP) 



5. HALF-TRACK (SEMI-TRACKED). Units mounted on armored half-track vehicles (gep ) are indi- 
cated by the symbol o < — j placed below the unit symbol. Example: 

% 9~ Panzergrenadierkompanie (gep) Armored (half-track) rifle company.. Pz Gren coy (armd) 

US £7 




6. SKI. Ski units and headquarters of such units are indicated by the symbol v- 
symbol. Examples: 

^ Skibataillon Ski battalion Ski bn 

i i 1 Skikompanie Ski company Ski coy 



placed below the unit 




7. SLED (SLEDGE) . Units moving on sleds are indicated by the symbol 

Example: 

Current Old German U. S. 

Panzer jagerkompanie auf Schlitten Antitank company on sleds. _ 



placed below the unit symbol. 



Sledge-drawn A tk coy 



8. SLED (SLEDGE) TRAILER. Vehicles with sled trailers are indicated by the symbol Example: 

Panzerkompanie mit Schlittenanhanger. Tank company with sled trailers Tk sqn with sledge trailer 



9. RAILWAY. Transportation by railway is indicated by placing the letter E to the right of the basic _ 
symbol. Example: m 

A I Eisenbahn-Fliegerabwehrkanone Railway antiaircraft gun A A gun on rly truck 



E 



Section V. Indication of Units 



1. BATTALIONS. The method of indicating battalions and equivalent units will be found in the sections 
treating the individual branches of service (see B, sec. II, p. 41, below). 



2 . COMPANIES. Companies and equivalent units are indicated as follows: 
a. Basic Symbol for Branch of Service with Thickened Side. Examples: 



Current 

□ 


Old 


German 

Schiitzenkompanie _ _ 


U. S. 

Rifle company 


British 

__ __ Rifle coy 


\\ 




Panzerkompanie. 


Tank company 


Tk sqn 


T 




Panzerjagerkompanie__ _ __ 


Antitank company. 


_ _ _ A tk coy 


D 




Nachrichtenkompanie _ 


Signal company __ 


Sigs coy 




b. 

Current 

Q 



B 

I 1 

m Lfd 



1 

€=S 



Square with Thickened Side and Basic Symbol for Branch of Service. Examples: 

Old German U. S. British 

Gebirgsjagerkompanie Mountain rifle company Mtn rifle coy 

Pionierkompanie Engineer company Eng coy 

Nachschubkompanie Supply company Sup coy 




Granatwerferkompanie 1 



Mortar company 



Mortar coy 



Part of Symbol for Weapon or Equipment Thickened. Examples: 




Infanteriegeschiitzkompanie - Infantry howitzer company. 



Panzerspahkompanie. 



Scout car company 



Inf gun coy 



Armd C coy 



1 The “m” ( mittlerer ) of the current symbol represents a medium mortar. 





• 3. ARTILLERY BATTERIES (TROOPS). Artillery batteries (troops) are indicated by the weapon sym- 
bol with a numeral below it indicating the number of weapons in the battery (troop). These units will be further 
dealt with under “Artillery” (see B, sec. II, par. 7, p. 75, below). 



4. COMPOSITE UNITS. Should a company consist of several component units, as do headquarters com- 
panies and heavy (weapons) companies, then the tactical symbols representing the component units are placed 
within the basic company symbol. For simplification, however, the letters St (Stab) or S (Schwer) may be 
substituted. Examples: 



Stabskompanie (mot) eines Grenadier- Motorized Hq company of a motor- HQ coy in an inf regt (mot) 
regiments (mot) ized infantry regiment 



schwere Kompanie einer Panzerauf- Heavy weapons company of a panzer Hy coy in an armd recce unit 
’ klarungsabteilung reconnaissance squadron 



5. PLATOONS. Platoons and their equivalents are indicated by the company symbol, but without the 
thickened side. Examples: 



Nachrichtenzug. 



Signal platoon Sig pi 



Panzerzug_ 



Tank platoon Tk tp 




Section VL Suppiementary Symnois 



Various supplementary symbols are employed for the closer characterization of headquarters and units. 



Examples: 








Current Old 


German 


U. S. 


British 




Stab eines Kommandeurs der Nach- 


Hq of a commander of motorized 


HQ of comd of sigs intercept 


f 


richtenaufklarung (mot) 


signal intelligence troops 


tps (mech) 


m 


Werkstattkompanie. _ 


Repair-shop company 


Wksp coy 



The supplementary symbols , A, and O are used in conjunction with basic symbols for weapons 

to indicate variations in type and caliber. 



The symbol indicates an increase in the caliber of guns. Examples: 




75-mm antitank gun 88-mm antitank gun 120-mm gun (coastal) 150-mm gun 





The symbol A indicates an increase in the caliber of small arms and guns lighter than those above. 

Examples: 

i I I 

Machine gun (tripod) 1 (MMG) 37-mm antitank gun 50-mm antitank gun 



The symbol O indicates an increase in the caliber of howitzers and heavy high-angle howitzers. 

Examples: 

♦ 

150-mm howitzer 210-mm heavy high-angle 305-mm heavy high-angle _ j 

howitzer howitzer **• 

/ ■ 

Variations in types of artillery pieces as well as increases in caliber are indicated by an additional A to 
the head or the tail of the arrow. 

1 The German terms leichtes Maschinengewehr and schweres Maschinengewehr, generally known as “light machine gun” (British 
“LMG”) and “heavy machine gun” (British “MMG”), are referred to throughout in the U. S. column as “machine gun (bipod)” 
and “machine gun (tripod).” 







Section VII. Abbreviations Used with Basic and Tactical Symbols 



The letters F, Gr, Ls, Sick, St, Sir, T, and Wa, indicating special employment (see the list of abbreviations 
below), are placed to the left of the tactical symbol. Example: 



Current Old 

> 



German 

F estungs-Pionier-Stab 



U. S. British 

Hq of a fortress engineer regiment HQ fortress engr regt 



Other supplementary letters denote the character and subordination of units. These appear always on the 
right of the tactical symbol. Examples: 



Jr 



Stab einer Armeenachrichtenabteilung Hq of a motorized signal battalion of HQ army sigs bn (mech) 
(mot) an army 

Eisenbahnbatterie 17 cm Kanonen Battery of 170-mm railway guns 17-cm rly gun tp 




The supplementary letters may, exceptionally, be placed above , below , or within the tactical symbol. 

Examples: 

Lichtmessbatterie (mot) Motorized flash-ranging battery F sp tp (mech) 



l 



Ah 



v-£y 
o~ a a 



Zug (Lastkraftwagen mit Anhanger) Truck and trailer platoon of a motor Lorry and trailer pi of a MT 
einer Kraftwagentransportkompanie vehicle transport company (pri- coy 

marily troop-carrying) 

Briickenkolonne (mot) B-Gerat Motorized bridge column with Br coin (mech) equipped with 

bridging equipment B br eqpt B 




Comprehensive lists of German abbreviations will be found in the U. S. “German Military Abbreviations/’ 
Special Series , No. 12 (12 April 1943), and in the British Vocabulary of German Military Terms and Abbreviations 
( Revised to 1942) (April 1943). German words in the list below are given in the nominative singular. Although 
many of them are actually used in their combining form (e. g., Betriebs-, Festungs-, etc.), it has been thought 
desirable to cite only the basic form of these words. 



German 



Abbreviation Meaning 

A or a— Abteilung 

A Armee 

A Artillerie 

A Aufklarung 

A i Ausgabe 

A Auslade 

A-_ - Aussenstelle 

ABA Armeebekleidungsamt___ 

ABL Armeebekleidungslager__ 

Ah Anhanger 

A1 _ Alarm (Flak) 

Ausl.K Ausladekommissar 

AYA Armeeverpflegungsamt 

AYL Armee verpflegungslager 

B Bau 

B Bergbau— _ 

B Briickengerat B 

b belgisch__. 

Bb Beobachtung. 

Betr Betrieb 

Betr„ St. Betriebsstoff 



u. s. 

Battalion _ 

Army 

Artillery 

Reconnaissance 

Distribution 

Detrucking, detraining 

Branch station 

Quartermaster clothing office— 
Quartermaster clothing depot. 

Trailer 

Emergency (antiaircraft guns).. 
Detrucking (or detraining) 
inspector 

Army ration office 

Army ration depot 

Construction 

Mining- _! 

Bridging equipment B 

Belgian (equipment). 

Observation 

Operation. 

Motor fuel.. 



British 

Battalion, battery, unit 
Army 
Artillery 
Reconnaissance 
Distribution 
Unloading, detraining 
Outstation, branch depot or 
office 

Army clothing office 
Army clothing depot 
Trailer 

Emergency (AA guns) 
Unloading or detraining office 

Army rations office 
Army rations depot 
Construction 
Mining 

Bridging equipment B 
Belgian (equipment) 
Observation, survey (arty) 
Operating, traffic 
Liquid fuel, POL 




Bez 

B.G.O. . 

Bhf 

B.Inst. . 

Br 

B T 

Bt 

Bv.T.O. 

C 

D 

D 

D_ 

D 

. Dulag__ 

DVA 

E 

E 

e 

Eg 

E.Kch. _ 

Erk 

Ers 

Eseu_. _ 
EVM__ 

F 

F _ _ 

F 



Feld 

FK_. 



F. Sd. Abt. 



Bezirk 

Beauftragter Generalstabs- 
offizier 

Bahnhof - 

Bekleidungsinstandsetzung 

Briicke (n) 

Bergbau Tagebau 

Bergbau Tiefbau 

Bevollmachtigter Transport- 
offizier 

Briickengerat C 

Direktion 

Division 

Dolmetscher 

Briickengerat D ... 

Durchgangslager _ — 

Divisionsverpflegungsamt 

Eisenbahn 

Elektrizitat 

englisch 

Entgiftung ------- 

Eisenbahnkiichenwagen 

Erkundung : 

Ersatz, Ersatzteil 

Entseuchung 

Ersatzverpflegungsmagazin 

Fahrtruppe 

Fernsprech verb indung- _ 

Festung 

franzosisch 

Feld - 

Feldkommandantur — : 

Feldsonderabteilung. 



District District 

General Staff officer in charge— GSO in charge 



Railway station 

Clothing repair 

Bridge.; 

Open-pit mining 

Subterranean mining 

Transportation officer in 
charge 

Bridging equipment C_. 

Supervisory staff — 

Division 

Interpreter 

Bridging equipment D 

Prisoner of war transit camp.. 

Division ration office 

Railway _ - 

Electricity ; — 

English (equipment) 

Decontamination. 

Railway kitchen car 

Scouting, reconnaissance 

Replacement, spare part. 

Disinfection 

Reserve ration depot 

Transport troops 

Telephone line 

Fortress 

French (equipment) 

Field 

Military Hq in occupied terri- 
tory (brigade status) 

Field pen al battalion _ 



Railway station 
Clothing repair 
Bridge 

Open cast mining 
Subterranean mining 
Responsible transportation 
officer 

Bridging equipment C 
Directorate 
Division 
Interpreter 

Bridging equipment D 

PW transit camp 

Divisional rations office 

Railway 

Electricity 

British (equipment) 

Decontamination 

Railway kitchen car 

Reconnaissance 

Replacement, spare part 

Disinfection 

Base rations store 

Transport arm 

Telephone line 

Fortress 

French (equipment) 

Field 

Subordinate military Hq in 
occupied territory 
Field penal battalion 




German 



Abbreviation Meaning 

Fu____ Fiihrung 

Feldwache 

Feldwasser 

p z Feldzeug- 

G Gas 

G Gasse 

G gemischt 

g::::::::: g^ — - 

g___ griechisch 

Gef Gefecht 

Gep Gepack 

(gep) - gepanzert - 

Ger — - Gerat_ _ - 

Qji’j, Geheime Feldpolizei. 

Gl.K. - - Gleiskette 

G r Grenzschutz 

GW— - - Gas Wasser 

H_ : Heer 

H Herbertgerat—;. 

hollandisch 

Ha - Hafer 

Hb___ Hochbau 



U. S. 

Operations (unit under con- 
trol of the High Command 
of the Army) 

Picket 

Field water (supply company, 
etc.) 

Ordnance 

Gas 

Street, road, opening (through 
barbed wire, etc.) 

Mixed 

Poison 

Greek (equipment) 

Combat 

Baggage 

Armored (mounted on half- 
track personnel carrier) 

Equipment - 

Secret field police 

Track (tank, etc.) 

Frontier guard 

Gas and water 

Army 

Herbert bridging equipment- _ 

Dutch (equipment) 

Oats-____; 

Above ground construction 



Hei-- 

Heim_ 



■Heimat 



Zone of the interior. 



British 

Operations (staff, group, etc.) 
Piquet 

Field water (supply coy, etc.) 

Ordnance 

Gas 

Street, lane, opening (through 
barbed wire, etc.) 

Mixed 

Poison 

Greek (equipment) 

Battle 

Baggage 

Armored 

Equipment, technical stores 
Secret field police 
Track (caterpillar) 

Frontier guard 
Gas and water 
Army 

Herbert bridging equipment 
Dutch (equipment) 

Oats 

Telephone cable laid on poles, 
etc. 

Home 




Hf. Hafen Port, harbor. 

H. Gr. I Heeresgruppe Army group 

HK - - Hoheres Kommando Static staff of corps status 

HUV Heeresunterkunftsverwaltung _ Army billeting administration. 

HVD Heeresverpflegungsdienststelle. Army ration office 



HWNF 



I 

I (or J) 

j 

K 



Hoherer Wehrmachtnach- 
richtenfiihrer 

Instandsetzung 

Infanterie (Jager) 

jugoslawisch _ _ 

Kommandantur 



Chief Signal Officer of the 
Armed Forces 

Repair, maintenance 

Infantry 

Yugoslav (equipment) 

Administrative Hq 



K 

K 

k 

Kch 

KD 

Kdo 

Kdo Pk 

Kf 

Kfz 

Kgf 

kl 

Kol 

kr 

Kr 

KVL___ 

Kw 

Kz 



Kommandeur 

Korps 

kurz_ 

Kiiche 

Kavalleriedivision 

Kommando- 

Kommando der Parke. - 

Kraftfahr 

Kraftfahrzeug 

Kriegsgefangenen. _ _ — 

klein 

Kolonne 

krank — 

Kreis. — — 

Korps verpflegungslager . 

Kraftwagen... 

Kraftzug 



Commander , 

Corps 

Short 

Kitchen 

Cavalry division 

Command, Hq staff, detach- 
ment . 

Staff controlling equipment 
parks 

Motor transport 

Motor vehicle 

Prisoners of war 

Small, light 

Column 

Sick 

Area.. ______ 

Corps ration depot 

Motor vehicle. 

Motor-drawn, towed 



Port, harbour 
Army group 

Static staff of corps status 
GHQ billeting administration 
GHQ rations administration 
centre 

Higher cmd of combined sigs 

Repair i 
Infantry 

Jugo-Slav (equipment) 
Commandant’s office, garrison 
HQ 

Commander (bn and above) 

Corps 

Short 

Kitchen 

Cavalry division 
HQ staff 

Equipment parks HQ 

Motor transport 

Motor vehicle 

Prisoners of war 

Small, light 

Column 

Sick 

Area 

Corps rations depot 
Motor vehicle 
Motor- or tractor-drawn 




German 



Abbreviation 



Meaning 



Li Lichtmess__ 

L.Kr. Leichtkranker__: 

Ls Landesschtitzen. 

Lz Lazarett 

l.z. leicht zerlegbar. 

M Mineralol 

M Munition 



m 

Masch. 

MB.... 
M.Kpf. 
M.Sst. . 
N 



mittel 

Maschine 

Mineralol A 

Mineralol B 

Meldekopf 

Meldesammelstelle 
Nachrichten 



n norwegisch 

Ns Nachschub.^ ... 

O Offizier 

O Ort 

OFK ... Oberfeldkommandantur 



Oflag Offizierlager 

OK Ortskommandantur. 



OKH Oberkommando des Heeres. _ 

P Pak 



U. S. 

Long 

Light 

Flash ranging 

Minor medical case 

Regional defense forces 

Hospital ; 

Sectional ; 

Crude oil 

Ammunition 

Medium 

Machines 

Crude oil A 

Crude oil B_ 

Advance message center 

Message center 

Signal, communications 

Norwegian (equipment) 

Supply 

Officer 1 

Town, locality 

Military Hq in occupied ter- 
ritory (division status). 
Officer prisoner of war camp _ _ 
Military Hq in occupied ter- 
ritory (battalion status). 
High Command of the Army _ 
Antitank gun (artillery) . 



British 

Long 

Light 

Flash-spotting 
Minor medical casualty 
Local defence 
Hospital 
Sectional 
Mineral oil 
Ammunition 
Medium 
Machine 
Mineral oil A 
Mineral oil B 
Signal reporting centre 
Signal centre, report centre 
Signals,' communications, in- 
telligence. 

Norwegian (equipment) 

Supply 

Officer 

Town, locality 

Military HQ of div status in 
occupied territory 
Officer PW camp 
Garrison command, town ma- 
jor’s office . 

Army GHQ, War Ministry 
Anti-tank gun or arty 




p____. 

p 

Pf____ 

Pi 

Pk 

Prop__ 

Pz 

Pz.Sp. 
E 



r.A. 

Rauhf. 

Res 

r.H. .. 

S 

S 

s 

s 

Sch 

Sich_ _ 



Sp 

s.S. ... 

S.St. _ 

st„._ 

st____ 

St.... 

st.__. 

st.__. 



Protze 

polnisch 

Pfeiler_ _ ! 

Pionier 

Park 

Propaganda 

Panzer 

Panzerspah 

Reifen — 

russisch 

riickwartiges Armeegebiet 

Rauhf utter 

Reserve 

riickwartiges Heeresgebiet 

Sammler 

Seuehe 

Signal 

schwer 

Schallmess 

Sicherung 

Sperrfeuer (Batterie). 

schweres Schiffsbriickengerat 

Sammelstelle 

Stab 

Stellung , 

Staff el _ 

Stellwerk 

Sturm 



Limber (artillery) Limber 

Polish (equipment) Polish (equipment) 

Bridge pier Bridge pier 

Engineer Engineer 

Equipment park, dump Equipment park 

Propaganda Propaganda 

Armored, tank Armoured, tank 

Armored (car) reconnaissance. Armoured recce 

Tire.' Tyre 

Russian. (equipment) Russian (equipment) 

Army rear area ... Army L of C area 

Forage . Forage 

Reserve Reserve 

Army group rear area Army group L of C area 

Storage battery Accumulator 

Infection Infection 

Signal Signal (s) 

Heavy Heavy' 

Sound ranging Sound-ranging 

Security, line-of-communica- Protective, defensive (used’ 

tion (units) only in connection with units, 

usually L of C) 

Barrage (battery) Barrage (tp) 

Heavy ponton bridging equip- Heavy pontoon bridge equip- 
ment ment 

Collecting station... Collecting station, assembly 

point 

Staff, Hq Staff, HQ 

Position Position 

Detachment, echelon, train Echelon, detachment, party, 

branch, etc. 

Signal box Signal box 

Assault Assault 




German 



Abbreviation 

Stalag 

Str 

T 

T___ „ 

Ti_ 

T 

T_ .. 

T 

t 

T.O. - 

Tp 

T.V 

U 

u 

US 

V 

V 

Va 

Verbl 

Verm 

Vers 

Vers. Bess. _ 

Vierl 

W 

W 

Wa 



Meaning 

Stammlager 

Strasse. 

Tank__ ... 

Tankstelle 

Tragtier 

Trager ... 

Briickengerat T 

technisch — : 

tschechisch 

Transportoffizier 

Transport 

Transport verbindung 

Umschlag 

Untersuchung 

U nterwasserschneide . 

Verpflegung 

Vorwarner 

Verpflegungsamt 

Verbleiung _ 

Vermessung.. 

Versorgung 

Versorgungsbezirk 

Vierling.. 

Wasser 

Wehrkreis 

Wachtruppe 



u. s. 

Prisoner of war camp for en- 
listed personnel 

Road, street 

Fuel tank. : 

Fuel tank station, gas station. 

Pack animal 

Carrier, pack — 

Bridging equipment T 

Technical 

Czech (equipment) . 

Transportation officer 

Transportation 

Transportation intermediate 
point 

Reloading, transfer 

Research, examination 

Under-water welding 

Ration 

Forward observation post 
(sound ranging) 

Ration office 

Gasoline blending. 

Survey - 

Supply.. 

Supply district ■_ 

Four-barreled 

Water 

Military district.. 

Guard troops 



British 

PW camp for other ranks 

Road, street 
Fuel tank 

Petrol station, refuelling 

Pack animal 

Carrier 

Bridging equipment T 

Technical 

Czech (equipment) 

Transportation officer 

Transportation 

Transportation liaison 

Reloading or refilling point 
Research, examination 
Under-water welding 
Rations, food supply 
Forward observation (section 
in sound-ranging) 

Rations office 
Ethylization 
Survey 
Supply 

Supply district 
Four-barrelled 
Water 

Military district 
Guard troops 




Werk Werkstatt 

Wffm. Waffenmeister, 

Wirtsch. ' Wirtschaft 

W1 Weiterleitung — 

Wl.St. Weiterleitungsstelle 

W.Str.R. Wasserstrassenraum 

WT Wechselstromtelegrafie 

W.T.Ltg. Wehrmachttransportleitung__ 

W.Y.D. Wehrmachtverkehrsdirektion.. 



Z Zentral 

z.b.Y. zur besonderen Verwendung. 



Zg.Kw. Zugkraftwagen. 

Zw Zweig 



Repair shop 

Armorer 

Accounting, economy 

Forwarding 

Forwarding station 

Waterway clearing 

Alternating-current telegraphy. 
Armed Forces transportation 
control 

Armed Forces traffic super- 
visory staff 

Central, main 

For special employment, spe- 
cial duty 

Gun-towing motor vehicle 

Branch 



Workshop 
Armourer-artificer 
Accounting, economy 
Forwarding 
Forwarding station 
Waterways clearing 
Alternating current telegraphy 
Armed Forces transportation 
control 

Armed Forces traffic direc- 
torate 
Main 

For special employment 

Tractor 

Branch 




Section VIII. Supplementary Numerals 



Supplementary numerals denoting the number of headquarters, staffs, and units are placed on the right 
of the tactical symbols. The following organizations and their headquarters are indicated by Arabic numerals: 
armies, divisions, regiments, separate (independent) battalions, companies (and equivalent units). Example: 



Current Old 




German 

Grenadierregiment 18. 



U. S. British 

18th Infantry Regiment HQ 18 Gren Regt 



Roman numerals are used to indicate corps, battalions (within regiments), platoons, and their headquarters. 
Examples: 




Generalkommando VIII. A. K. 



II. Bataillon G. R. 67 



Hq VIII Army Corps HQ 8 Corps 

2d Battalion, 67th Infantry Regi- 2 Bn 67 Inf Regt 
ment 



Arabic numerals below unit symbols indicate the number of weapons in the unit. Example: 



jf* 4 



Batterie le. Feldhaubitzen zU 4 Ge- 4-gun battery of light field howitzers 4-gun troop of gun-hows 
schutzen 




Arabic numerals below the weapon symbols which appear below unit symbols indicate the number of different 
weapons in the unit. Example: 




Maschinengewehrkompanie mit 12 Machine-gun company with 12 MG coy with 12 MMGs and 6 
schweren Maschinengewehren und 6 machine guns (tripod) 1 and 6 med mortars 
mittleren Granatwerfern medium mortars 



The load capacity of transport columns and the carrying capacity of ferries and bridges are indicated by 
placing the number (in tons) below the center of the tactical symbol. Examples: 

l 6 '! 1 leichte Artilleriekolonne (mot) (48) Artillery motorized light transport Lt arty coin (mech) of 48-ton 

u ^8 u column of 48-ton capacity carrying capacity 

)==( Brucke zu 40 t Tragefahigkeit Bridge of 40-ton capacity Br with carrying capacity of 40 

40 tons 

1 See sec. VI, p. 17, note 1, above. 




Section IX. Revised System of Military Symbols 



As stated in the introduction, the system of German military symbols has changed radically during 1943. 
The new system as it applies to weapons and equipment is analyzed in this section. 1 



1. CALIBER OF WEAPONS. Caliber is shown by placing numerals representing centimeters to the left 
of the basic symbol. Example: 

German U. S. British 

10,5 cm l.F.H. 105-mm light field howitzer 10.5-cm gun-how 



Another method of showing the caliber is to place the following letters to the left of the symbol: le ( leicht ), 
light; m ( mittel ), medium; s (schwer), heavy; and sw ( schwerste ), superheavy. Examples: 

10,5 cm l.F.H. 105-mm light field howitzer 10.5-cm gun-how 



12 cm Granatwerfer 120-mm mortar 12-cm mortar 

1 For the revised basic symbols for weapons and equipment, see sec. Ill, p. 7, above. 




Current Old 

J t 




Short- and long- barreled guns of the same caliber are differentiated by the letters k (kurz), short, and l (lang), 
long, respectively, on the right of the numerals showing caliber or number of guns. Examples: 





2 Granatwerfer, Kaliber 8 cm mit 
langem Rohr 


Two 81 -mm mortars with- long bar- 
rels 


Two 8-cm mortars with long 
barrels 


Kj/EZ + 3/Ek 


mittlere Panzerkompanie zu 10 Pz. 
IV 1. Rohr und 3 Pz. IV k. Rohr 


Medium tank company of 10 M4 
tanks with long-barreled guns and 
3 M4 tanks with short-barreled 
guns 


Med tk sqn with 10 Pz Kw IV 
with long-barrelled guns and 
3 Pz Kw IV with short- 
barrelled guns 



The following chart shows the classifications used in indicating the caliber of weapons : 1 



German classification 


Antitank 

rifles 


Infantry 

howitzers 

(guns) 


Mortars 


Antitank 

guns 


Smoke 

mortars/ 

rocket 

projectors 


Guns 


Howitzers 


Heavy high- 
angle 
howitzers 
(“Morser”) 


Antiaircraft 

guns 


Light ( leicht , or l, or Ze) J 


Up to 7.9 


Up to 75 


Up to 79 


Up to 39 


Up to 109 


Up to 99 


Up to 129 




Up to 36 


. 


mm 


mm 


mm 


mm 


mm 


mm 


mm 




mm 


Medium ( mittel , or m ) _ 






80 to 119 


40 to 59 


llOto 159 




. 




37 to 59 






mm 


mm 


mm 




! 




mm 


Heavy ( schwer , or s)__ 


8 mm and 


76 mm . 


120 mm 


60 to 89 


160 to 


100 to 


130 to 


210 to 


60 to 159 




larger 


and 


and 


mm 


219 


209 


209 


249 


mm 






larger 


larger 




mm 


mm 


mm 


mm 




Superheavy (schwer ste, 








90 mm 


220 mm 


210 mm 


210 mm 


250 mm 


160 mm 


or sw) 








and 


and 


and 


and 


and 


and 










larger 


larger 


larger 


larger 


larger 


larger 



1 The German practice is to designate in centimeters weapons with calibers of 20 mm and larger. 




